
Environmental Quotes 
“What's the use of a fine house if you haven't got a tolerable planet to put it on?” 

— Henry David Thoreau 

“We're in a giant car heading towards a brick wall and everyone’s arguing over where they're 
going to sit.” 

— David Suzuki 

“There is one maxim and a corollary that must underlie all of our thinking about saving the 
Earth. The maxim is that no private interests - neither rights to property nor profit - can get in the 
way of the human right to clean air and clean water and an atmosphere that will permit 
continuation of life on Earth. The corollary is that the costs of saving the Earth must be shared by 
us all.” 

— Walter Cronkite from a book titled Save the Earth, by Jonathan Porritt 
 
“It is not enough that the scientific community has information that will affect the future of our 
environment. The baton has to be passed from the scientists to the public and then be translated 
into political and legislative action. The first two steps have occurred — now it is time for the 
third. I am afraid we cannot expect our current leadership to do this. We can’t wait for leadership 
on environmental issues to come from the top; it isn’t going to happen. The past decade has 
made that clear. People all over the world are demanding more from their leaders — and getting 
it. In America, poll after poll tells us that the people are way ahead of the politicians. The most 
important step we can take is to tell our leaders that if they don’t protect the environment, they 
won’t get elected.” 

— Robert Redford 
 
“A new type of thinking is essential if mankind is to survive and move toward higher levels… 
Our world faces a crisis as yet unperceived by those possessing power to make great decisions 
for good or evil. The unleashed power of the atom has changed everything save our modes of 
thinking, thus we drift toward unparalleled catastrophe.” 

— Albert Einstein 

 “To maintain our technological, economic, and moral leadership and a habitable planet with 
thriving ecosystems, things will have to change around here, and fast.  My parent’s generation 
struggled to give us a good life and an excellent education. My generation is the ‘grasshopper’ 
generation, wanting to do as little as possible to get as much as possible and never mind the 
future. Your generation must become the sustainable generation, the re-generation.” 
— Thomas Friedman 

 

 



Government Quotes 
“A popular government without popular information, or the means of acquiring it, is but a 
Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy; or, perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern ignorance; 
and a people who mean to be their own governors must arm themselves with the power 
knowledge gives.” 
—  James Madison 1822 
“We should never assume malice when ignorance remains a possibility.” 
— Paul Krugman 

Reporter:   “What do you think of Western civilization” 
Mahatma Gandhi:  “I think it would be a good idea.” 

 

 


