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The Problem
To stop climate change, we need to 

accelerate the current trend away from fossil 
fuel (FF) combustion to energy efficiency 
(EE) and clean renewable energy (RE).

The transition has already started by normal 
market forces as FF prices increase while EE 
and RE decrease.

But it’s still not accelerating fast enough
Wind and solar are just not increasing at the 

scale they need to be
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How Do We the People Accelerate the Trend?
In spite of a recalcitrant Congress
At least the federal government is doing what it can
The States are helping, but with spotty records
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Federal government sector is doing its best, but the 2016 
election may reverse some of the good that was being done

Take a look at the federal web sites on the next slide and watch to see 
if they change for the worse or better over the Trump administration



Selected Federal Web Sites 
 U.S. Government: http://www.globalchange.gov/
 NASA: climate.NASA.gov
 NOAA: https://www.climate.gov/
 DOE:  http://www.energy.gov/science-innovation/climate-change

 NREL: http://www.nrel.gov/analysis/
 LBNL: http://eesa.lbl.gov/departments/climate-sciences/

 U. S. Dept. of Agriculture: http://www.globalchange.gov/agency/department-agriculture

 U.S. Dept HHS: http://www.globalchange.gov/agency/department-health-human-services U.S

 EPA: https://www.epa.gov/climatechange
 NSF: https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/climate/
 Smithsonian Institution:  http://ecosystems.serc.si.edu/climate-change/

4List created November 2016. Links may change over time.



Energy and Environmental Reform in the U.S.
 There are local, state, and federal governmental organizations, plus 

national private non-profit organizations working hard to reverse 
dangerous environmental trends

 Local governments (city or county) in many jurisdictions have 
departments of parks and/or recreation, public works (like water, sewer, 
energy, and waste) plus special departments dealing with energy and 
environmental issues which can be helpful in promoting reform

 There are also local interest clubs and organizations devoted to 
protecting the environment and local chapters of state and national 
energy and environmental organizations

 Contact local news organizations, libraries, and government offices for 
more information about what is available in your area
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The Private   
Sector Is Stepping 
Into Leadership

Next: Listing of the most prominent U.S. organizations pursuing 
climate action. The last one, Citizens’ Climate Lobby, is profiled 
more extensively, as I believe it to have the best program for 
initiating climate action by the Congress in 2017. Link:
http://www.citizensclimatelobby.org/

Note: List of Hyperlinks (in addition to this slide show series) is available online: 
http://www.futureofhumanity.org/dr-mccluneys-rec…lide-shows-links/
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 Started 2008 by environ. journalist Bill McKibben
 350 = Best est. what the CO2 content of the atmosphere must be in ppm (from over 400 

ppm currently) to restore the climate to what it was before the industrial revolution 
 350.org carries out online campaigns, grassroots organizing efforts, and mass public 

actions to create a global network active in over 188 countries.

 Most of its advocacy focuses on climate change
 Does groundbreaking research on sustainability standards for vehicles and the other 

disastrous effects of climate change
 “Share information, seek the truth, and let our findings guide our conclusions.”
 Joins with Yale, to refute claims that climate change is a hoax
 Produces reports on how fossil fuel and other industries profit from inaction on climate 

change

350.org

Union of Concerned Scientists
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The Climate Reality Project
 Founded 2006 by Nobel Laureate and former U.S. Vice President Al Gore, 

who released the Academy Award-winning film “An Inconvenient Truth” 
that year

 Mission: Make urgent action a necessity across every level of society
 Approach: Unite millions to make our leaders seize this historic moment

 Founded in 1892 by John Muir
 Originally a group of scientists exploring the Sierra mountains & promoting 

appreciation and stewardship of the outdoors
 Today boasts 2.4 million members and supporters.
 Has prominent programs fighting climate change

Sierra Club
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Greenpeace
 Founded 1971 then priority shifted from nuclear to confronting climate change 

demanding the public’s right to know what’s happening
 Focuses on direct action with an international focus
 Promotes a renewable energy revolution to win the fight against climate change for a 

100 percent renewable energy future

 Founded in 2003 to lead the transition from FF to EE and RE
 Provides resources for responding to interrelated ecological, economic, energy, and 

equity crises
 Builds energy literacy, a growing understanding of energy reality
 Promotes community resilience toward thriving, relocalized neighborhoods, towns, and 

cities

Post Carbon Institute
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Citizens’ Climate Lobby
 Founded 2007 to take action to create political will for climate 

solutions
 Started by Marshall Saunders
 Incensed when Congress extended a law that gave                      

$18 billion in subsidies to oil and coal companies
He felt that Congress was doing things exactly backwards, 

because it is dominated by special interests, including those with 
deep pockets, especially the fossil fuel industry

Approach: Enable individual citizens to exercise political power 
By following a very compelling strategy

http://www.citizensclimatelobby.org/



We know how to solve this

Make this more expensive

If we want less of this
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The CCL solution



The best first step

Place a fee on fossil fuels at the 
source (mine, well or port). 

Return all of the revenue to 
households equally.

A border adjustment on goods 
imported  from
or exported to countries
without  an equivalent price on carbon. 
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Carbon Fee and Dividend
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Carbon Fee and Dividend
by the Numbers

According to a 2014 report

National and regional study by Regional Economic Models, Inc. (REMI),
which detailed projected impacts of the steadily rising fee and dividend 



31%

50%

*Below 1990 
levels

Within 10 
years*

Within 20 
years*

Under Carbon Fee and 
Dividend 

Emissions reductions
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2.1M New Jobs 10 years

2.8M New Jobs 20 years

Under Carbon Fee and 
Dividend 

Jobs created
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227,000 lives Over 20 years

Under Carbon Fee and 
Dividend 

Lives Saved
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$70B - $85B/yr Average

$1.375 T  20 years

Under Carbon Fee and 
Dividend 

GDP Growth
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$288/month* 10 years

$396/month* 20 years

*Family of four

Under Carbon Fee and 
Dividend 

Household Dividend

Money in the piggybank
Grows as the fee increases 21



Exercise your political 
power!

Exercise your personal 
power!

1

2

WHAT YOU CAN DO

• Meet, write or call your member 
of Congress 

• Encourage others to do the same

• Talk with others 
• Reduce your carbon 

footprint

22



Making it Happen
 The United States has overcome difficult challenges before
We won World War II over two oceans and put men on the 

moon
We have the technology, tools, and skills to prevail
 It remains to be seen whether we have the collective will
Can we overcome the war on science, the narrow and closed-

minded factions at both ends of the liberal-conservative 
spectrum, sufficiently to implement a positive carbon fee and 
dividend program in the U.S. quickly?

 I really think so 23



Getting it Done
 We need focus on one goal—replacing fossil fuels with renewables now.
 There are No technological or economic barriers to reaching this goal
 We just need an extraordinary level of participation, commitment, 

and cooperation from all sectors of U.S. society
 If the U.S. will lead, other countries will quickly follow.
 They’ve already started, with several countries and provinces 

already passing a carbon tax or fee
 See map at https://www.carbontax.org/

Let’s get out ahead of them before they leave us in their 
dust
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